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Fiz, 1: Locaiion of ihe site in relation to Milk Street.

Ironmonger Lane

EXCAVATIONS IN THE AUTUMN of 1980 on
the site of Nos, 24 and 25 Ironmonger Lane (TO
3250 §123) took place over a four month period. in
advance of redevelopment of this and the adjacent
area to the west fronting onto King Street (Fig. 1),
The excavations were carried out by the Department
of Urban Archaeology (Museum of London), and
generously  funded by the developers, Guardian
Royial Exchange Assurance,

Ihe site under investigation covered an area 8m
% 8m (26ft x 26ft) and lay on the western side of
[ronmonger Lane about 60m (65 yards) north of
present day Cheapside. 1t was hounded to the seuth
by a Victorian alley, Prudent Passage, leading into
King Street. The first documentary reference to Iron-
monger Lane is o 1190 and it was hoped that ex-
cavations would be able 1o date more exactly the
setting out of the street, and its relationship with an
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underlying east-west Roman road which was thought
to cross the site. A third priority was to establish
whether any Roman properties aligned with the street
grid or with a tributary of the Walbrook, 30m to the
north-east of the site, which fronted a 3rd century
town house!.

Roman levels

The earliest activity on site (Period 1) was repre-
sented by a series of large pits dug for the extraction
of the underlying natural gravels. This may have
been drawn up a shallow slope from the botiom of
the extraction pil using a rope attached to a recept-
ghle containing the gravel. A group of finds dated
this zetivity to the Neronian period (2064 AD) and
indicates that there was no proper occupation in the
area at this time, thus substantiating recent evidence

1. [0 Dawe M Trommonger Lane London (1952) 18,
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intemal brickearth slat
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Fig. 2: Period 1T — fourth building with external yard fronting onto enst-west street.

from Milk Street, less than 200m (220 vards) to the
west (Fig. 1).2

‘The first sign of organised activity (Period II) was
the culting of a flat boltomed ditch to mark the
northern edge of the proposed east-west street. The
line of the street was thus laid outl. with the back-
filled ditch forming a strip of land which created
the frontage throughout the repeated phases of
streetside development. This operation may suggest
a centralised planning policy from the outset to lay

P S Roskams “Milk Street Excavation', Eondon Archacol
3 No. 8 {1974). 201-2,
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out the street grid system prior to development,
rather than piecemeal occupation of the area. It
appears to have been part of the early Flavian plan-
ning of the city, also noted at nearby Milk Street.?

The frst structure was marked by a post hole and
two converging slots which presumably supported a
timber framework. The building lay in the north-
east part of the site parallel to, and set back from,
the northern street edge which was represented at this
time by patches of gravels and pebbly clays. Silty
deposils, probably ecavesdrips below the roof

3 ibid,



line, accumulated along the frontage with the street.
This phase of activity ended when the building was
dismantled. Al the same time, the street was levelled
over by an extensive spread of brickearth mottled
with charcoal and daub.

A replacement structure was put up immediately
along the same alignment as before, but marginally
closer to the street. A coin (69-7¢ AD) found in the
make-up slab gives a useful indication of the date of
the construction of the building. A brickearth hearth,
scorched in situ, was set up inside against the western
[ace of a possible partition which was a residual
feature of the previous building. Outside, a gravel-
led ward ran up to the western side of the
building and abutied a strip of compacted pebbly
clay to the south forming the frontage between the
vard and the streel, above the ling of the backfilled
marking-oul ditch of Period 1. The second building
was dismantled at the same time as a thick make-
up for the first major street surface was laid, and it
appears that the two operations were organised and
carried out in conjunction, possibly as part of a
centrally planned exercise.

A third building, aligned almost exactly over the
first structure on the site, was marked by the re-
mains of a plank-lined slot running east-west. Four
phases of internal pebbly make-ups below trodden
silty occupation surfaces were each associated with
a new hearth setting indicated by superimposed areas
of scorched hrickearth. There were few linds and no
domestic debris, apart from spreads of fine charcoal
which gave no indication as to the function of the
hearths. Externally, the yard was patchily resurfaced
on four occasions particularly along the western side
of the building where a threshold leading in from
the vard was indicated. A double row ol post holes
fronting the building may have supported a raised
wooden verandah running alongside the street, which
was also resurfaced by a gravelled metalling.

The fourth building reproduced the alignment of
the previous thres structures (Fig. 2) with & post hole
setting along the western wall where the threshold
led from the yard into the building. Tmmediately
inside the threshold, a lateral timber framework was
set into a thick brickearth slab which formed a
raised sill where it ran along the line of the east-west
wall of the building. A scorched hearth area was
superimposed above the hearths of the previous two
phases. and this was associated with a wide shallow
pit L the east encrusted with rusty brown conereted
materia] and then filled with clean sandy gravel
The function of the superimposed hearths and the
associated internal pit could net be ascertained from
the surviving evidence, but it demonstrated the simi-
larity and probable continuity of activity throughout
the successive building phases and suggesied that the

process involved was of an industrial, rather than
domestic, nature.

A tiled pathway led from the street, through a
possible gateway into the yard and ran down the
west side of the building to terminate where two
posts, aligned east-west with the southern end of the
threshold, marked the position of a porch leading to
the doorway, During the lifespan of the fourth build-
ing, the yard was partially resurfaced and the street
patched where subsidence had occurred. A post
alignment marked the northern edge of the streef,
and a second line of posts was set up along the
frontage between the yard and the streel.

A trench, which robbed out the structural com-
ponents of the east-west wall, marked the dismant-
ling of the fourth building which was then replaced
by a fifth structure, marginally closer to the street
than all the previous buildings had been. The posi-
tion of the threshold and porch was marked by the
remains of a substantial post and slol arrangement,
reproducing exactly the line of the porch associated
with the fourth building. Internally, a hearth area
of scorched brickearth was associated with another
shallow encrusted pit, aligned directly over the earlier
pit, but with no [urther indication of the activity or
process involved. Outside, the yard was surfaced with
sherds set into clay, and two posts, aligned with the
parch, probably indicated a gateway leading from
the yard onto the street. During this time, the street
wias crudely patched with tile, ragstone and oyster
frapments and then resurfaced with a substantial
make-up and metalling.

A sixth structure, on the same alignment as be-
fore, followed the dismantling of the fifth building
and indicated an unchanged pattern of activity. Three
successive hearth areas with spreads of silty ash and
ovster lay in the vicinity of a third gravel-filled pt
superimposed above the eatrlier shallow cuts. Obser-
vations during 2 watching brief suggest that these
features may have extended at least 1.50m (5ft) to
the north-east. The final phase of occupation in the
sixth building utilised a changed hearth position
closer to the southern wall of the building, but this
did not necessarily reflect a change of activity with-
in the huilding. Externally, the yard was resurfaced
on three occasions. A gravel spread led from the
strest to the porchway and a less well cnnxgilq[ed
area lay to the west further away from the building.
The existence of a porch on the same alignment as
before was inferred by a post hole and differential
surfacing Lo either side of its implied line. The pot-
tery forms associated with the sixth building phase
are thought to have been in use for a considerable
time from the Flavian period onwards, but Late
Flavian and Trajanic types (90-117 AD) predomi-
nated.
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Fig. 3: Oval Saxon sunken feature with circular ash
pit, with a section across the Larger sunken feature in
the hackground, {Phota: 1, Bailey)

A replacement  building, the seventh similar
structure, contained a hearth of tile fragments. with
an external parch which was marked by a horizontal
beam slot terminating against a timber upright.
There then followed a hiatus of activity when the
porch was dismantled and the vard fell into disrepair.
Renewed occupation, retaining the original east-
west wall of the seventh building, was marked by
the construction of an exiernal sill along the western
side of the building, which replaced the timber
framework, and a raised sill which formed an in-
ternal division to the rear of a brickearth hearth.
The porch was not renewed, but a drainage channel
encrusted with compacted aerated material, was cut
across the yard. A second channel closer to the
frontapge replaced it, and it iz possible that some in-
dustrial process utilised these channels replacing the
internal gravel-filled pits of earlier phases.

All activily was then halled by a fire, which was
represented by the collapse of burnt debris. Charred
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limbers and scorched daub faced with plaster had
fallen across the yard, probably from an adjoining
property to the north-west, as the structure within
the arca of excavation was affected primarily by
scorching of its internal surfaces. There was some
evidence to suggest that the fire was part of the Had-
rianic conflagration which spread along Cheapside.
Sherds of Hadrianic pottery were sealed into the
construction trench beneath a crust of fre dehris,
but generally the pottery forms indicate a progres-
sion in type from the late lst century onwards into
the 2nd century.

By the time of the fire, over a period of about sixty
years, the successive street metallings had raised the
level af the orig'nal road by almost Tm (3ft 3in). The
repeated replacement of the timber framed struc-
tures with the resultant build-up of internal deposits,
and the frequent resurfacing of the yard, had paral-
leled this rise in the general ground level to the north
of the streel.

After the fire (Period ITI), a number of intercut-
ting gulleys were dug into the vard. These appeared
to continue the type of activity evident before the
fire, and probably pre-dated the construction of a
substantial chalk-founded wall along the frontage of
the yard and the street, which was aligned with a
smaller ragstone wall within the frontage area be-
tween the street and the earlier timber framed build-
ings. The ragstone wall bounded an open area, as
indicated by accumulations of grey silt, apparently
depostts of *dark earth’?® The two types of conirast-
ing wull suggest that, afler the fire, the property of
Period 1T was split into two arcas along the line of
the western wall of the Period 11 buildings. The asso-
clated street surfaces were less substantial without
the gravel make-ups of the previous period, and a
deposit of loose silty gravel marked the final street
horizon, This may have been the result of lack of
maintenance, or it may indicate that the street gra-
dually became disused and fell into disrepair,

Following the demise of the street, the ragstone
wall was robbed out and pits covered the area to ils
north. The chalk-founded wall remained intact and
the vard was roughly resurfaced and finally, a layer
of grey silts marked the end of the Roman occupa-
tion. The majority of pottery associated with Period
LI was 3rd/4th century types, particularly that re-
covered from the final street horizon, the yard gravels
and the pit fills,

Saxon period

There was no evidence for any activity on site after
4th century until the early 9th century when two in-
terconnecting sunken features (Period IV) were cut

4, % Roskams *Milk Street Excavations: Part 7, Laondon
Archaeal 3 Na. 9 ([978) 227-8,
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Fig. 4: Distribution of pits in the 10tk (a) and the 12th (h) centuries indicating the change in
properly frontages from the west (o the east of the site,

through the disused Roman street gravels (o a depth
of 1.0Om (3ft 3in). Both had vertical sides, and
utilised the same comzactad Roman road surface Lo
provide a firm base (Fig. 3). Only part of the larger
eastern feature lay within the area of excavation, but
it was probably about Sm x 4m (164ft x 13f1) with
a post setting at the base of the central point of the
northern side, presumably supporting a ridge pole
secured onto o second limber. Two phases of occu-
pation, represented by gravel and tile fragments
forming areas of compaction with the trodden sur-
faces. produced a general build-up of occupational
material angled up against the gravelled walls, before
tips af rubbish marked the disuse and back Glling
of the feature.

The smaller feature, which was oval in plan
(3.6m x 2.40m; I12ft x &ft), was an addition follow-
ing the primary occupation in the larzer feature, and
contained a large circular pit with fn sitn ashy
deposits. The main body of the feature showed a
similar build-up of uneven surfaces and occupational
debris, associated with bedding gravels for a hori-
zontal timber and, later, a number of post settings
along the base of the northern wall.

Both sunken features were covered, presumably by
timbers resting on top of the gravelled walls and
secured across a ridge pole, The smaller one may
have been a working area, but the dimensions and
arrangement of the larger one suggest it was in-
hahited.

To the north of these sunken features, a large

trench marked the robbing out of the chalk-founded
Roman boundary wall of Period 111 This action
may have taken place prior to the construction of
a late Saxon building (Period V) indicated by the
remains of a horizontal base plate supporting split
Deshaped timber uprights, which enclosad the south
west corner of the site making a right-angled turn
above the intersecticn of the lwo carlicr sunken
features of Period 1V, Traces of an internal surface
lay slightly below the contemporary exterior ground
level which was heavily pitted and produced the
articulated skeleton of a horse from a deep cess pit.
The pottery evidence suggests that this pericd cov-
cred the late 9th and 10th centuries, and the dis-
tribution of pits implies that the building fronted
onte an access to the south or west of the site. and
that the modern Ironmonger Lane frontage, to the
east, was not yet in existence (Fig. 4, a).

Medieval

This conlrasts with the preceding Period V, and is
represented by a close grouping of pits dated to 11th
and 13th centuries (Period WVI) over the whole of
the site except for the south east corner which was
deliberately levelled over, suggesting that the pits
were associated with a building, built on prepared
ground, which fronted onte Ironmonger Lane for
which the first documentary evidence is e. 1190 (Fig.
4. b). By the 12th century, two properties are appa-
rent running west from the Lane, the southern fol-
lowing the northern edge of the underlying Roman
sireet,
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Post-medieval

The earliest archaeological evidence of a building
on the northern property was a chalk, ragstone and
brick foundation (Period VII) dated to 14th or 15th
century which would have been contemporary with
an uncoursed ragstone and chalk foundation on the
southern property, possibly of 13th century origin
and uvtilised until the late | 7th century.

Various modifications to the northern property
were apparent including its division into two narrow
plots (Period VIII), the evidence of which is suppor-
tedd by 10th century documentary sources®, Brick
founded rear walls (Period IX) were added to both
Period WII properties in the early 17th century and

were re-utilised during the construction of the post-
Fire properties when new basement floors were laid
(Period X).

Conclusions

Although the area of excavation was limited, the
results obtained had proved the alignment of the
Roman road and produced a well stratified sequence
of Roman occupation along its northern frontage. In
addition, it was shown that Ironmonger Lane was in
use by the 12th century, while the late Saxon frontage
probably lay to the south or west of the site.

5. I am grateful 1o Derck Keene for discussing the
documentary cvidence with me,

Excavations & post-excavation work

City, by Mussum of London, Department of Urban

Archacology, A series of long term excavanions. En-
quiries o0 DUA, Museum of London, Lomdon Wall,
E.C2. (01-600 3699),

Beddington, by South West London  Archeeological

Unit. Excavation of R.B. villa, Also processing of finds,

Enquiries te¢ Roy & Leslev Adkins, 25 Union Road,
Croydon (01-683 1326),
Bremford, by West London  Archaeologieal  Field

Enquiries ta 71-72

Group, Excavation and processing,
Middiesex. (01-560

Brentford High Street, Brentford,
EEEIE

Croydon & District. Processing and cataloguing of ex-
cavated and museum collections every Tuesday through-
out the wear. Archavological refercnce collections of
fabric types, domestic animal bones, cloy tobacco pipes
and glass wire alse  available for comparative work,
Hon. Curator, Croydon Matural History & Scientific
Society Lid., Muscum Building, Croydon Biology Centre,
Chipstead Valley Road, Coulsdon. Sareev, (01-660 2841
or 22 43727,

Hammersmith, by Fulham Archacoiogical Rescue
Group.

Processing  of post=medievnl
Manor and medieval material from Fulham Palace, Tues
days, 745 pm.-1f pm., ai Fulham Palace, Bishops Ave-
nue, Fulham Palace Road 5W.6. Contact Keith White-
house, 86 Clancarty Road, S.W.6, (91-731 0338),

raaterial  from  Sandford

Inmer London Boroughs, by the Inner London Unit,

Several rescue siles in variows areas. (01-242 G200,

Archaeological
Enquiries 1o

Kingston-up-Thames
in the town cestre,

Kingston, by
Society, Rescue siles
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Marion  Hinton, Kingston Museum,  Fairfizld  Road,

Kingston ((H1-5446 53B6).

Morth-East  Greater  London, by  Puessmore  Edwards
Muscum. Enguiries to Pai Wilkinson, Passmoere Edwards
Museum, Romford Road, E.15. (1-534 4545,

South West London Boroughs, by the Souih West
London Unit, excavations and processing. Enguiries (o
Scott McCracken, 5t Luke's House, Sandycombe Road,
Boew (O0-940 5985),

Southwark, by Southwark and Lambeth Archacolopical
Excavation Committee. Several sites from the Foman
period onwards, Enquiries to Harvey Sheldon, SL.AEC,
Port Medical Centre, English Grounds, Morgan’s Lane,
SE1 ZHT, (01-907 1959),

Surrey, by Surrey  Archaeological Uil Enguiries
David Bird, County Archaeological Officer, Planning De-
partment, County Hall, Kingston, Surrey, (01-346 1050 x
3665).

Vawxhall Pottery, by Southwark and Lambeth Archaco-
logival Society, rocessing of excavated material con-
tinuees three nights & week, All enguiries to 5.L.A8 /o

Cuming Museum, 155 Walworth Romd, S.E17 (01703
3324).
The Coancil  for  Sriish Archaeeolopy  produces a

manthly Calendar of Ercavations from March tao Sep-
tembar, with an extra isswe in Nevember and a final
isspee in Jamibary  Shrmeiorising the wiain resalis of  field
wiork.  The Colendur gives details of extra-mural cotrses,
summer  schools, raifing  cocovalions  armd  sites where
valupteery are needed,  The annual subscripion is £4.50
posi-free, which should he mode pavable w0 C B A 110
Eennington Rooad, S.EII



