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C14: THE DIGGERS DREAM

Two bilg stories ihis month, Safety at. Work and the Eternal Triangle,
. g It Lily Lety b 218,

so, if yoafre sitting comfortably, we'il begin,

Cover Story: HEALTE ANWD SAFETY AT WORK

John Maloney poured a coasiderable amount of time and effort in%to an
attempt to sort out the morasse of legislation concerning Site Safety. .
As a result, he discovered why nelther the Lincoln Archaeoclogical Trust
or the CRA ever produced the comprehensive proposals on topic which they

_intended to: the subject is too complex, and is still wndergoing radical

Govermental re-thinking, On June 5%th he chaired a well-supported
discussion on the topic, at whlch COllerlVS Wworries were almed angd

“hopefully laid. to rest.

1f archaeological exuavation.was to be made ‘1eg31 sgfe,'i.e. o
conform to the litilest letter of the Law, then the DT& could no%t afford

" to excavate any sites at all., (The York Unit had %o lay out £350,000 just.

to shore the Coppergate sireet frontage)}. It is therefore impsrative that
all reasonable commonsense precauiions are takens: tie dpwa the top eng
bottom of the ladder, clean the muddy walk boards, and nobody, but nobody
works alone on site, etc,, eic. ' '

CAlthough B.H. and JAS are ultimately 293ponslbLe for Slte Safety, duﬁ
the 3.5, should not expect diggers to work in unneccessarily unsafe
conditions, it was siressed that each dlgmer was primarily responsible
for his/her own saf fety: as Brian said in-the Mont thly Meeting the dav
after, any member of staff who works in dangerous conditions does so,
having knowingly accepted the situation. In other words, if you don! & ,
Tike tne barrow run 2m. above your head, move 1t ox yourself, _ NS

e

Sites will be checked more rigorvously in future, and Mr Malone:
persvaded Mr Schofield to invite the Corporation Safety Officer to wisit
us regularily. Until han, read Clive's new article and the CBA's old one,,"'
take a long hard look at your site, and put your safety first. )
YOU KNOW IT MAKES SENSE. |

Front Cover courtesy of Chris Unwin...!Spot the Safeiy Hazard'.esceas

PRETPY VACANCIES

~¥ps a result of the contractual arrangements for the period afier 14fh  _~5
~July 1978 the following vacaucies are announced for Field Section II:™

A SENIOR SITE SUPERVISOR (the rationale beh14d the creation of =2 ;ob 4
for which the respomsibilities gquote are expected to be minimal wmguote

Cig, to say the 1east, questiopab e, We know 4 8.5's who won't be anplvlng'

‘for’ it}. The fiiling of this.post in theory veleases a
SITE SUPERVISUR post for Watling Court: -

Two ASSFSTAHT SITE SUPERVISORS:
‘One GENERAL ASSISTANT (volanteers pleabelnote)
Job descriptions and salary leve¢s from Diana or-JﬁS:_appli' tions to

Bn by FRIDAY JUNE 16th.
-GOOD - LUCK!L!




THE TRIANCLE

The keynote in Broadcasting House this month was PANIC: the cause was
the publication deadline for the Triangle report, Only excessive dedication
and lashings of overtime emabled our hero-persins io couplete the revort
for inclusion in the Little Red Book (Chapman, 1978 forthcoming). L

) But who was the Triangle, and why a2ll the fuss? We asked CHRIS GREEN,
the DUA'g chief potwwasher, to explain, : '

"Triangle was dug before most of us (myself included) staried their
sentences at the DUA ~ i% was one of the numerous 1974 sites, and so
~this reminder has been commissioned .in view of the hyperactivity recently
seen in the Finds Section, It was not the DUA's most spectacular excavation,
consisting as it did of 2 moderate-sized trench 12,5x2,5m, plunging into _
wnadulterated goo just to the north of Lower Thames St. David Jones supervised

The riverside wall ﬁncoogaxa%ivelyf-failed to appear but some siructures -
‘had escaped the altentions of Vietorian sewer trench diggers: a Saxo-ijorman
well, a ?raft of stone and woodern piles of uncertain date, ard a series
‘of simple Roman wooden revetments built up over the late 1st and firsi kalf
of the 2nd centuries, Interpretation of the reveiments is far from easy, -
but even the simplest of us have gathered that one poini of revetting was .
to stop things sliding down into the river Just to the south.

. Withowut being unduly biassed (i) one can say that the most intersstiong
thing about Triangle was the Roman rubbish ("Gabage” D.J,) - that was +thrown
behind the reveiments to build up the ground. Out cams wood, Gone, plasiasr,
lamps, pots, shoes, leather scraps, seeds, rope, graffiti, op.sig, and iiles
ete,, etc., all moderately well dzted, and in quantities, context for context,
which. we rarely see even imn Londorn, Dr. A, Tound noit the Jawbone of an ass,
‘but that of Britains first mule (once thought to be a zebra in an exalted
moment},Mike\fbund.a mine of information on leather footwear, and I found
- enough amphorae to make you ill with the thought of their former contents

of olive o0il, wine and fermented Figh guts, In short, the Finds Section
went to town on the Triangle since i% represents part of the Roman period
that the DUA comes up with time and again on site {(GPO, VLK), @nd vz hope
that much of it has been work that we won't need to repeat, ' '

Ihe report will be wvery large, mainly because of the sgheer guantity of
finds, bui we think there may be quite a demand for it, It won't, howeves, .
- be called *Triangls', but “Sxcavations on the site of Billingsgate Buildings...
L Ask for it by namev, T : S : :

+ .
A

BASEMENT TAPES

There is little scandal to report this month, as most paople wers
working flat-out on the you-know-what-shape,pasting up 23 plates of pot
(pots of plates), ruming away to Ribchester, or —-if you're Vanessa—
getting engaged to photographners. Diana & Co typed 2 mere 300 pazss -
" which Tony read through over the weékend, and handed over on Monday, L '
only a few months late. What's going o happen when we publish a major
" site?? : . ' , o ' ' '
 Anyway, John the Desk led the DUA's successful assault on Shirlsy _
1rHeights, Hatalie is off to sunny Pertushire, and Beth Richardson {of'tpa
ILAT) is going to teach Chris Green all she knows. -
Meanwhile, Cathy has besn suffering from JAS's piles, Des and Jules
are chasing a Xmas deadline for a Post-Med Archaeol interim on The Bricks,
Paul *Swoopy' Herhert (who has drawn all over London) has redeposited
‘the butresses on CHR 76, and Chris: Unwin became the Lord of the Rotrings
not to mention the Ruler of the Rulers. _ .
_ Penny's poi processors have had problems: Alison smgshed up ner car,
R ' Sandra was in a bike accident, and Frances got severely damaged playing
' : rounders. We wish you all rapid recoveries. Katie is passing her i¥,&.,
and alas & alack, Jim (Mr Crossword 1978) is going to Norwich, having
completely boxed the GPO. in his spare time, Be will be sadly missed.
The volunteers continue to do Great Things. Among the new faces are
'Heéterp(who'found_a Roman bridge at Piercecbridge), Clodagh, Joan, Jean
o ~David & David, and they have been finding wondrous items from the E.R.
| - material, such as two German pistols & % 10 bob note erncased in conorets,..
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Dom Perring, formerly of Flaxengate, lately of the GPO, has begun the =

DUA's latest aquisition WATLING COURT, which is still. suffering grevious

bodily harm at the hands of Taffy's machines. The team, which now includes
Hilary, Vanda, Jon Jon, ¥Fred, Ben & Dave, have shovelled their way down

to a series of Roman floors already, sc a six month stay looks likely.

However, such was ithe profusion of drains. and live sewers that one wag
~wondered if the site code was going to be WC.TBeee S

The TRIG LAWE téam aie:at present writing the 1ast'fwa‘chapters'of the
rchive report., After this, work will continue on the first part of the

Pinal Report {LAMAS Special Paper) featuring Chrissie’'s draughtspersonship, .
‘a8 well as on a gereral article on the London Waterfront for Current Areh.,

a paper foxr the Bremenhaven Conference in Feb 1979, whilst preparing for.

the DUA's own Waterfront Conference in April 1979, Back-up faciliiies are

also provided for Louwise Miller's splendid work on FRESH WHARF's 2,000

year old waterfront, and also for Alan's site in TUDOR STREET, .
Here, aided by the able trowels and wellies of Jane and Simon, he has-

revealed well stratified evidence for the reclamation of the wide delta .

of the River Pleet, which compares favourably with the sub-palace deposiis

Just to the N, Friday afternoon proved most exciting, for, in amonzst

the mud and baseballs, a reused timber came %o light with a Shhh...

secret notched lap housing in it, a joint conventionally dated to ¢.1250

‘to 13004.D, This is the first joint of its type to be found in London,

and the first time such an item has been identified in an archaeological

- context., It is currently on display at Trig Lane for one week only: all
- seats bookable, ' . N

Steve has only just returned +o the CPO SITE, having done well in

Carthage, to find work continuing satisfactorily u on the Hadrianic housinge
L) g ! >

estate. His staff has been augmented by Helen and Dave, as well as by _
five persons from an Institution and Sue from UC, who are being caxed for

R e L L g e e+ 2 S e s e e S b o T S i b o S b e i o B 2t i e

R

by Val, Pauline and Mike, Nigel has gone silly over his brickearth foundations
_ g g ¥ ; : :

Jennyfs driven off to La France. John and Pat are back, the latter afier

hels in Oxon and MLX77. Simon Joined the fashion for shoris siarted by
Jackie in the'(?) lean~%o0, while Angela is in a deep depression now Dom
has gone, and consoles herself with her excellent photos of her Tour of
Tours. Frederika, who i& the brownest, continues to e¢leanup the house she V

~ shares with Suzana, and Kevin would like some feedback on his Matrix

Manipulation Package. Clare Jackie R, Ian and Dave discoverad that-thay':

- Wwers Heavenly Twins and Mr Wright fenced off the spoil heap to prevent

people throwing rubbish on it,

BARKEROLOGY

On June Tth, the Dept was blessed with the august presence of Phillip

- Barker, founder member of RESCUE {the pressure group that did so much %o -
- persuade the Govi to put more pence into archaeological pockets) and High

Priest of the open area excaviion cult. After a tour of our Department -

which he stressed was the envy of the country- he chaired a. seminar in =

which it was suggested that the DUA should concentrate its resources on

la GPQ) instead of "chasing the bulldozer" (%a la wailing Court?).
His packed evening leciure reviewed the development of the open area

technique, and ended with a clarion call to push E,M. Government not

for £2,5 milliom for archaeology, but for £20 millionm.

ra

hutese.”

 excavating 2 number of large relatively intact sites at research speed (a."

sL0D. Dress _ : S : _ ] 1.
tlmbar floor found bensath 1m., thick deposit of midden material in .
0 site ' ' :



YESTERDAY IN PARLIAMERT -

"Order, order' o S : : R - - :

' Various matters were brought to the notice of the House on June 6th,
including the nail-biting progress of the White Paper on BEillingsszate
Buildings {currently enjoying its third reading), possible ammendmentis
to the Health & Safety in Deep Holes and Wooden Huts Act (1984), and the
latest information on the Provisions for the Continued Employment of

- Persons Other than Those on the Contracted Staff, - '

Onthe latter point, the PM (the Rt Hon member for Baginton-cum—
. Princethorpe) stated that all the JCP staff presently employed "SEGULD.
 be going through", Although one monih's notice of the termination of
their MSC contracts will be issued on June 14th, verbal confirmation was ,
given that the new coniracts would appear on ‘time, ensuring continuity of -
staffing levels, Only 2 -~ 3 persons may not be offered new comtracts if . .-
stheir work did not improve over the next month, : ' :

In a rousing speech, the PM presented the long-awaited Three Year Plan: - . .
p "We're British™ he declared, "so we'll muddle through", He alsc mentionsd
- that five new contracted posts would be created before July 14th, for _
' ‘which internal applicants couwld apply in the first instance, conirary ‘o -
the recent ruling (February sitting) that such positions should be ,
advexrtised externally as a matiter of principle, This departure was in
line with current Museum Peliey,. oTr so it was argued (see footnote),
Lord Schofield, the Under Secretary of State, threatened the nation
with excavations at Bull Wharf, Cutler St and Throgmorton Ave, and
-announced the transportation of Alison to his section, and of Charlotte
4o the Ministry of My Marsdenm, ' — SR :

- The Member for Computers & Uncontracted Staff brought to the attention
of the House that there was no 1light in the female person's smallest room
and made an. impassioned plea for greater awareress of the problem of
Health & Safety on Site (cries of "Hear, hear"),. '

3 .

The Rt Hon Member for St, Nicholas Shambles was duly elected as the
Minister with Special Responsibility for Tools, Eguipment & 3 Dosen Plumb
Bobs {"a notable piece of volunteering not to be abused"), and visited
the dentist to check the GPO's teeth. The Hinistry of Defences reporied
that the contemporary ground surface below the City wall*s foundation
plinth at Duke's Place had been located, as had = secong passageway S.
-0f Maloney's. Portals, in a medieval building.

Dr Armitage, the Governmeni's advisor on Faunal Remains, asked far
‘permission to take Merry to the Zoo, and reported on a hob-nailed fool
‘found in Goodman's Fields. ' ' : '

1. ' Finally, as a result of a meeting announced at this sitting, the Member

; ' for ths Essex Marshs deduced that the context sheets were the be all apd -~
end ‘all of the DUA's recording system, and the sample sheets (such as the =

- 300 recently filled in by the GPO stake hole excavators) were no longer -
“required. : - o o

 The House rose at 12,42,

FOOTNOTE:  The DUA has only recently accepted ithe necessity to advertise
Jjobs externally in order to get the bBest possible applicants, and to
ensure that he/she is accepted as the best person available., =
- However, it was announced that it is now "official Museum Policy
to advertise internally first, therby giving preference %o internal.
applicants, and if a suitable candidete is not found, to advertiss
. externally. Obviously Brian has his hands tied by thiso~uli=ng, but this
A ~Department should mike it clear that in a specialist field such as our own
: : in order %to keep our standards in the. forefront af archaeology, we nead
to employ the best. ' : -
This ruling will only increase the itendency of the Department to
pencil-in in Bold Letters the names of people they intend to zive the
Job to prior te its advertisement, thus making z mockery of the advert,
not to mention the Department. N : SR

M.
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. PROBLEM PAGE

B‘!Jd

- _ — T 5 T A N \Ji cROSSWORD Ho. % _ - comprEn
X\\\ \ N 4 \‘1 ‘\\ . \\ \\\‘\‘ : AVE ATQUS VALZ (the issh o.‘l‘ the sacias) _
. k\\ \\\\\ . \\ \\ \ . x N _ 8 down end 1 soress form the first lins of an cld song which express:
- @'I ; = . k\‘ * -_ appropriate sentimwats. o '
\\\ T ra—— \\ &\\ CLvES Acgoss |
N L M ‘ - I - - 1. See note above {4,2,4,3)
b ' N \\\ ‘ 10, Eanlet's water-fly (s -
= \\\ \*\\ \\ \\\\ - \\\ \\\\\\ u\\\ 1. The sort. of sex without the differance? (5)
K AN \ 13, Freash version of 3% {5}
i . =1 \\\“ N 14, Naval Officer (7)
- N \ VA . AW \\\\ \ - - \\\\& \\\ 17. The man born at Eveshan displays det::ora.tion {&)
L \\\ \\\\\\ \\\ \\\\R\ \\‘ \ \\ Y A 18. Abstain from or avoid action (5)
= S PR '\‘\\ e L * 19, . See note zbove- but Tosti's titls was shorter! (7}
. . ‘,\A.q \.\_\ : \ 21, Altervative fer the Light Brigade (2,2,3)
N \%&\Q \\\\\ . &\ . \\_\ ‘\k\ N 23. Sal sets the sweet corn flowers wrongly (7)
- S = Q L EL i 24,  Somevhere in Ghelsea, RAC helped to expose = disordered drum (3—4)
) . \\\ \\ — 30, Colloguial version of 19 -~for the bixda? {3-3)
\\\\‘. k\\\»' o . * \\\ & 32. They can be laid, turned or learned {6}
e e ‘. - — \\38 \ 39 33. A twitch following wrong doing is inconsistent (7)
K ! . \\ \\ . %7. But she's quite common really, especially on the mearal {5)
\\ \\S \\‘ \\§ \\\‘ k\\ \\ ,53. Snme of those printer's measured (3) '
Y\\“\’ . \-\ h e N\ ‘ - \‘[59." Bome on the racge (5} ] e ‘ :
\ N 4_0. Holsey‘rs ‘extended version of 19 -according ta Sha.ges‘pea::e {1,4,8)
CLUSS  DOWE i
I A e 2. Sceds of naval battla in ¥World var II- ('I)
SOLUPION TO CROSSWORD ¥o. 3. Shyloek's currency (5) |
hCﬁOSS . o oW . 4. Ths origin of epecies ~well, half of it noyway (4)
"4, CERYSANTHEMUH : 2, HBARTE ' ‘5. 0w of the even chancas at rouletts {4)
10. ' AGLINST ’ B 3, YEM 6.. Cat wounds?-(5)
11.. LAVNDRY I 4. ASTER . T Auextra 1p iz needed and Lts finished offl (7}
12, LATIMER 5 TULIP | " B. See note above (2,4,3, .t)
| '14. PEVINIA . . C 6, MU "+ 9. German veraion of 19 -not quite} (5 10)
= 6. CARYATION o .. . - T. UNDOKE . 12, Anciemt river (4)
. 7. 48, QOO - ' 8. DABLIA .- 15+ . Digavow {4) _
1:_ :R; : o 9. BYWAYS - 5. (;h..ocolate with uings_u)
29, DRILLIANE . ' 13. ' EARWIGS 20, MHanufagtursr of wax (5) )
' 25,  BALLAST 7 S 15, E_.'.P'I']'.'A“PB . RS- Early wethod of propalsion (3) .
: 27. CHINESE - 16, | 603 24, The irue cockney dldn‘t trust hm te k:now tha way ii there had beem
l 28, LOTTERY - < -7 17, NuT ] © 4illy-dallying? (7)
_:0. OUTIO0R I 7. 20, COBLT "23. Fale reaction %o strip-teasers 23 (4)
. %2, REODODENDRONS . - 22, CHERRY £7. The noea are, always (4)
. ' ‘23,. CLOTCE 28. Aruy officer (7)
..24, RINOWH 2%, If thia bird could sing would 1t give a 19 performance (4)
26.7_, TOYED . 3. Affirmatively the ¥avy longs for someth_ng (5) ) .
27. CROWN 33. You need 8 22's to form one of these at Cambridge— or elsewhere (1,
‘ ‘29, ERD 35, Oftem a hiddea danger to marineTs (4)
o s 51. TOR A56. The aris can also portrzy an old ruler {4) L
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KNOSS0S by Sarah Paton

Xnossos always produces archaeological suprises, Thig year, arriving

for a months guiet pottery study, we found that +the new universiiy of

" . Crete was building its medical school in the garden of the old monastery.
of the Whirling Dervishes, a hill hnitherto reckoned to be the only spot
in the area barren of antiquities, The contractors had struck an izmmensely
rich cemetery dating from the 9th century BC to the Roman period, topped
with a 5th century 4D trefoil-apsed church whose foundations largsly '
consisted of 'spolia' from a handsome Roman huilding that must have stood
nearby., Panic. A team of diggers had beem'rushed over from Athens znd was
racing against the bulldozmers to clear tombs, some of which containsd
“over 100 vases each, . :

Knossos has an immense Bronze Age Palace, built on top of 6m. depth
of Weolithic occupation; it had a large and bellicose Hellenistic city,
and & Roman colony. Kow it has turned up evidence of a Proto-lecnziric.
settlement with connections across the Mediterranean from Etruria o the
Levant, The original plan for ihis summer was an excavation in July o
prepare for the building of an extension to the Stratigraphical Fussum -
but there isn't room for the finds from the current dig uniil the extension
is built, Where do you put an unexpected delivery of over 1,000 large
and delicately-painted P-G vases, in a building which already houses.
seventy years worth of finds from one of the richest sites in the world?

By contrast, our sherd -mountain from Myrtos in south Creite looked °
guite puny - we've pieced together a meve 900 vases from 3 years excavation.
But it continues o turn up the unexpected: this year, an Egyptian '
hieroglyphic sealing on a local amphora, 2 dead rats, a very lively snake
and a dear Iittle baby scorpion, Therels: even a chante of it's all meaning
something, if the swallows would only stop stealing the pobtery basket.
labels to embellish their nssts. ' - ' '

I Carbon Castle
; 5 _ :

NG AND WHEN
NOTHING - SoMETHING
EVER HAPPENS DOES cov

ROUMND HERE

e SAME
oLD THING
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CALENDAR DATES

During the high summer season, our seminar sessions will appear less
frequently than in previous months, to allow for holidays and for persons
to continue site work long into the balmy twlllght. Howevar, tnera are
two important lectures coming up: - -

JUNE 2%st...Bd Harris, the Matrix Man and on '

JULY 4th...Peter Fowler, wellmknown for his work down CRAAGS way, and
on steam radio.

And don*t forget the Wednesday and Friday lunchtime sessions in the
air-conditioned Museum, ' . '

SPORTICUS

A World of Sport Special Report, live from Argentina : L '
by JAN BLAIR

The shock disgualification of Dave from the darts doubles highlighted
the chaotic second roung matches which were held recenitly. It was the _
unfortunate Dave "Willie Stephens who failed a random drugs test after
the expected positive result recorded after tests on Obh squad members
proved negative.

Laiter, in an exclusive interview with Radio Carbon, Dave revealad his -

‘shame in not taking the drug 'Reactavin' before the crucial games, and, =

with tears flowing, he described how seriouns pre-match. clutch trouble
had ruined his preparations, leaving him listless and forgetful..

Meanwhile on the bench, Johm "Super-sub® Bailey relaxed after a hard .
evenings work in which he had successfully deputised for everyone except
the barman, and in doing so, had glvem two parinerships an easy tr*p into

'bhe semi~finals,

b The revised draw for the remalnlng matches will be announceé 1a r this
week, and the games will take place on Frldayo

A cracklng start was recorded in the newly formed Rounders ueagua, wnlchﬂ
meets every Thursday in the GPO's car park. :

Forthcoming Attraculons...DUA Crl”£Eu,,pbaublng w1fh.a plck—axe handle
and bowling to hit a bollard, date to be arrangei.
Marvel at the position of Dave's short legs, and the distance beuwaen

Nigel's two long legs, which are so much admired by Angelacsens

See Patrick's bouncers, Kewmin's square legs, admlre Dereks slip aﬁd see

- how Mike appeals to the umpires....

Its all happening, so get your pads and book yourself into a box, you '
know it m kes sense. .

HBRITANNIA WIDE -

‘The Oxfordshire Archaeological Unit have completed& their multi period

. Mount Farm project, and are about to expand into Lechlade Glos, onecs they

have completed the Hardwick site upon which Geoff Debbie and Hilary will be -

~administering. G & D have kindly offered to put up any DUA persons called

for an Oxford Course Interview at their new home, 25 Aston Street, foord

' andy B continues his important work at the DMV of Raun&s, where he Wlll

be joined by Lez and Grahem Cadman,

The new improved Scoitish Central Unit has Just started work and 13.‘
apparently employing ex DUA star Thos Chilton

. Prof. Barry Cunliffe, the well-known publlshlng machlne is abouu to
embark upon a massive three year project in Bath

‘Waile London starts work on Watling Court, Can rbury lS dlgglﬁ“ up
16 Watling Street, the first phase of a 2 year project in advance of the
development of tqe Mariowe Theatre car park, Already traces of a ?med,

‘church, a deep 7late saxon firubenhaus and Roman buildings of timber and .
- stone have apneared, Why not visit this beautifunl toen and see the d1ggers“;
rbos+e1, whl ch is shared wltn 3 cats, 2 gulnea pigs and a tortolse.,
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York's learned Pro

“S?ANSARB‘ DEviATIUws

CALLING ALL XWSTY‘ﬁLN—GJS A 1D

{which will have a bottls green cover)
discovery, Issue 63 has evuu more good
addicts of Phillip Rahin's "How Likely

f£. has produced some
include such gems as © in doubt, dig
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) .bw'..u.{guaﬂ . .

c14 _ S
- remova, or at least wipe their feet
:whlch lives there does 1 &

cOfficer, i
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c14 Geoff Parnell,
tells us that a rare coin was
it proved %Ho be and early ¢19th halfpe
excavations below the Martin Tower dis
with handles, while workmen mending im
Saxo-Horman cat ingide the original s
preparations are in hand %o celebrale-
has been built on which, fitting
Ancient Honuvment, Tommy Steaele will pe
“YﬂomenKof the Guar o
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